Black gained the type of knowledge and philosophy which has served them well in their varied careers.
Dr. Black's career took on a new dimension in 1970 when, largely under his direction, CAST was developed. He was the president of CAST in 1973 and since then has served as the executive vice-president of this innovative, independent association of agricultural science societies.
He is providing invaluable service to the community of food and agricultural scientists through his dedicated efforts on the behalf of CAST. Through the Council, the scientific societies and the scientists they represent, can made an input into the development of national policies on food and agriculture by supplying scientific information to decision makers and opinion leaders. 
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Methods of Soil
FOREWORD
Soil is one of the most important of our natural resources. It supports and provides nutrients for the plants and animals that provide our food, fiber, and shelter. It is also the receptacle for much of our waste material, helping to correct and often hide many of our mistakes and oversights. If managed properly, the soil provides protection for our environment.
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The soil is also nonrenewable for all practical purposes, highly variable, and complex, especially from a chemical and biological standpoint. It is essential that we have the best possible understanding of the nature and properties of our soils if we are to make the most efficient use of them for food and fiber production, and at the same time preserve them for future generations. This understanding has been greatly enhanced in the past, through the use of new and improved analytical procedures. Yet, we have a great deal to learn, and new procedures based on the use of modern technology and insights gained from past experience are continually emerging.
The second edition of the book, Methods of Soil Analysis, Part 2, Chemical and Microbiological Properties, provides a timely and needed update of the new analytical procedures available today. The authors represent the many facets of the chemistry and biology of soils and are among the most highly respected and knowledgeable soil scientists.
On behalf of ASA and SSSA we want to express our appreciation to the organizing and editorial committees, the authors and reviewers, and the ASA Headquarters staff for the time and effort they have spent in making this publication possible. The first edition of Methods of Soil Analysis, Part 2, Chemical and Microbiological Properties was published in 1965. The purpose of the book was to provide a comprehensive and authoritative treatise on laboratory methods for the chemical and microbiological characterization of soils. The book was extremely well received and has been recognized internationally as the standard reference for the methods of soil analysis. More than 12,300 copies have been sold worldwide. Dr. C. A. Black, to whom the second edition is dedicated, edited the first edition.
Since 1965 the technological advances in analytical instrumentation and methodology have been substantial. Additionally, the widespread public concern over environmental quality created a need to expand the coverage to include methods for elements and constituents not contained in the first edition. Recognizing these needs and following a recommendation by the ASA Monographs Committee, the Executive Committee of ASA approved publication of this second edition.
In a system as complex as soil, and a discipline that contains such diverse constituents, it is impossible for anyone individual to prepare a text of the type needed. The editorial committee, therefore, selected those considered to be most knowledgeable to prepare chapters in their subject matter area specialty. The book consists of 54 chapters prepared by 73 authors and co-authors. All chapters were reviewed by at least two members of the editorial committee and one or more outside reviewers.
